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Understanding The Hate Frame
“[T]he logic of fracture…is one of the defining processes of the current political moment.
The logic of fracture appears when the pain of victimhood leads to callousness or blindness
to – or worse, pleasure in – the pain of others who are coded as adversaries; their humanity
– their victimhood, too – is obscured by fear and suspicion…”
Joshua Liefer, writing in The Guardian, December 30, 2019

What is the “Hate Frame”?
• A frame is a conceptual, often rhetorical, path that shapes how people think
about and understand an issue. It suggests a particular direction we ought to
go in to address the situation.
• The concept of hate, or bias, gained traction in the US in 1980s and beyond as
a way to characterize community-based harassment of and violence directed
against vulnerable/marginalized groups. Advocacy groups for Black and Latinx
people, Jews, Muslims, LGBTQ communities, and more, united to promote this
frame.
• The purpose of the frame was to bring diverse groups together to collectively
advocate for a more robust criminalization and punishment of hate-motivated
violence, harassment and intimidation, intensified policing, and harsher
punishments.

Hate Groups
• “The Southern Poverty Law Center defines a hate group as
an organization that – based on its official statements or
principles, the statements of its leaders, or its activities – has
beliefs or practices that attack or malign an entire class of
people, typically for their immutable characteristics.
• The organizations on our hate group list vilify others because
of their race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation or gender
identity.”

SPLC has tracked and mapped
“hate groups” (see Hate Map )
since 1990. Included are:
• Ku Klux Klan
• Neo-Nazis
• White Nationalist
• Neo-Confederate
• Racist Skinheads
• Christian Identity
• Black Separatist*
• Anti-Muslim
• Anti-LGBTQ
• Anti-Immigrant

• General Hate and Other
includes Hate Music, Holocaust
Denial and groups espousing a
variety of hateful ideologies (e.g.
Boogaloo Boys, Alt-Right)
• These groups often share
symbols, texts, origin stories,
and martyrs
• Social media acts as an
accelerant in spreading ideology,
conspiracy theories, and
symbols

Hate Symbols

• Hate on Display™ Hate Symbols
Database Anti-Defamation
League
• Includes Symbols/logos, flags, numeric
symbols, phrases, hand symbols,
internet memes ( e.g. 88/Heil Hitler, 14
Words/ "We must secure the existence
of our people and a future for white
children", Blood and Honor or Blood
and Soil, Reichstag Eagle, Confederate
Flag, OK Hand Symbol, Pepe the Frog)
• Insidious, Secretive, Combination of
Symbols, Cooptation of commonly
used symbols and images

Punisher/Thin Blue Line Flag

Pepe the Frog

Hate Crimes
• The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) definition of “hate crime”:

“A hate crime is a traditional offense like murder, arson, or vandalism with an
added element of bias. For the purposes of collecting statistics, the FBI has
defined a hate crime as a ‘criminal offense against a person or property
motivated in whole or in part by an offender’s bias against a race, religion,
disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity.’”
• ADL developed model template for hate crime laws in 1981 with the
purpose of having hate crimes “becoming a stand-alone field of criminal
law, inspiring police departments to form bias crime units and provide
special training.”

• Key elements of hate crime laws may vary from jurisdiction to
jurisdiction; in general, they include data collection, greater resources for
policing and prosecution, and harsher punishments for those convicted of
hate-motivated crimes
• As of 2020, 45 states, the District of Columbia (DC), and the federal
government have enacted HCL (see ADL State Map )
• The vast majority of law enforcement agencies do not report hate crime
data to the FBI, and among those that do, the reporting is not uniform
• Following the Ferguson killing and uprising, various police associations
step up advocacy for inclusion of police officers as a protected status,
saying they are under concerted attack #BluesLivesMatter

The Trouble With The Hate Frame
Racism is “the state-sanctioned or extralegal production and exploitation of groupdifferentiated vulnerability to premature death.”
Geographer Ruth Wilson Gilmore, The Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus,
Crisis, and Opposition in Globalizing California, 2007

4 Myths That Buttress the Hate Frame versus Realities
MYTH #1
• Hate is rooted in
ignorance, irrational
personal prejudice, and
fear/loathing of
difference. It is rooted in
erroneous psychological
and educational beliefs.

REALITY
• Violence against and subordination
of historically marginalized groups is
structural and material, not merely
psychological. It establishes and
reinforces hierarchies of political,
economic, and social power.
• Hate violence should be understood
as a mirror image of structural
violence and reframed as “vigilante
violence”.

MYTH #2
• “Hate is hate.” The specific histories
of violence and structural inequality
related to Black people, Native
peoples, other peoples of color,
immigrants, queers, people with
disabilities, Jews, and Muslims don’t
matter.

REALITY
• The hate frame dismisses the
varied histories of different
marginalized and subordinated
groups.
• We can’t reduce and prevent
violence, oppression, or
structural inequality in any form
without knowing and naming
those histories , addressing the
social and economic conditions
that shaped them, and repairing
the complex harms embedded in
them.
Charlottesville

REALITY
MYTH #3

• Hate violence is
perpetrated by
individuals and small
groups of extremists,
misfits, and loners
violating community
norms of tolerance and
fairness

• “Hate violence” as a frame
disappears state, institutional,
and corporate violence and
systemic
harassment/discrimination from
the picture.
• Law enforcement entities and
institutions – police, county
sheriffs, Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE), the
US Border Patrol, US Marshals,
and prisons, jails, and detention
centers – are responsible for
much of this routine violence.

MYTH #4
• Hate violence is
unacceptable in
respectable society;
the best response is
intensive policing and
punishment.

Oathkeepers

REALITY
• Most violence against vulnerable and
historically marginalized
peoples/communities is routine,
systemic, and ongoing.
• Throughout US history, violence
against certain communities has
been accepted, even celebrated.
Genocidal actions against Indigenous
peoples, chattel slavery, and the
widespread lynching of Black people
are only three examples. Today, mass
violence in policing, prisons, and
immigration enforcement are widely
tolerated in practice.

Mirror-Images: Vigilante & State/Corporate Violence
• Knowingly Harming or Compromising
Health and Well-Being
• The Flint, Michigan water crisis that introduced
lead poisoning into public water supply,
disproportionately harming Black people,
especially children
• The Dakota Access Pipeline, built by private
industry through the land of the Standing Rock
Sioux/Lakota people and across the Missouri
River

• Forced/coercive
sterilization and
medical neglect of
immigrants in ICE
detention
• Denial of appropriate
health care to
transgender people
• Impacts of COVID-19
on people of color in
prisons

• Violence Against People from
Marginalized Communities
• Police killings, predominantly of Black
people, as a mirror image of lynching
• Brutal and increased anti-immigrant
raids, detention, and deportations
• Anti-queer law enforcement violence,
including against people reporting hate
violence

• Desecration and destruction of/attacks on or
within of sacred places of worship:
• Few efforts are made to connect periodic vigilante
arson and murders on and in Black churches, Jewish
temples and synagogues, and Muslim mosques with
the decades-long rise of far-right white nationalism,
and the active encouragement of white vigilante action
by some police forces and the current US
administration.

• At the same time, federal and state initiatives and
government-sanctioned corporate efforts are
destroying the sacred sites and cultural resources of
Indigenous peoples.

Alternatives to the Hate Frame
“Practicing progressive solidarity means resisting these impulses. The logic of solidarity is the exact
opposite of the logic of fracture. Solidarity requires overcoming differences to find common cause.”
Joshua Liefer, writing in The Guardian, December 30, 2019

Reframing Societal Approaches to Vigilante Violence
Reducing vigilante violence requires the reduction/elimination of
structural violence and inequality
• Reframing Themes
• Challenge/reduce the expansion of criminalization
• All forms of violence are mirror images of structural violence and
inequality.
• Think about “harm” as a framework instead of just “crime.”
• Think about both individual and structural ways of repairing harm,
whether inflicted by vigilantes or systemically.

• Think about what actually creates safety, in a society
as well as for individuals. Is safety more than
freedom from attack? What would safety for you,
your families, your communities look like if it weren’t
based on fear and enmity?
• Work to reduce – consistently and constantly over
time – society’s reliance on policing and carceral
control to address a myriad of social, economic,
ecological, and cultural problems/tensions.
• Think about an intersectional politics
of interdependence, not one of parallel but
disconnected single issue struggles.

Resources for Next Steps
• Critical Resistance: Resources for Addressing Harm, Accountability,
and Healing
• Alternatives to Policing Flyer Series (downloads)
• Alternatives to Policing Based in Disability Justice
• Critical Resistance: Uncoupling Health and Mental Health Care from
Policing and Prisons
• Big Door Brigade: Mutual Aid Toolbox for community-based efforts
that offer material support to people facing criminalization, poverty,
violence, deportation, and other dangers

• TransformHarm: a web-based resource hub focused on
transformative justice, healing justice, restorative justice, abolition,
community accountability, and carceral feminisms.
• Backwater Bay “Reimagining Justice”: intersectional website portal
with resources for envisioning and working in practical ways to create
a world that no longer depends upon policing, prisons, and economic
violence
• Feminist Accountability: Disrupting Violence and Transforming Power,
by Ann Russo (NYU Press, 2018)
• Chicago Torture Justice Memorials: About the successful (decades
long) organizing effort to expose systematic police torture of Black
men, the Chicago City Council passed an unprecedented reparations
ordinance.
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